BRIEF VIEWS 


By FLORENCE E. HILL 


LONG PLAYS 
NINE COACHES WAITING by Guy Bolton. 

A classic thriller in three acts for 6 M. and 

5 W., suggested by the novel by Mary Stew- 

art. 1966; Dramatic Publishing Company, 

Chicago. Royalty: $35 - $25. 

The words unusual and thrilling certainly de- 
scribe this play with the strange title. The con- 
notation of the title comes from a poem, “The 
Revenger's Tragedy,” which is quoted on the 
title page of the play. Strange things happen 
to little Philippe Comte de Valmy.- It almost 
seems that he is indeed accident prone. He is 
lost in the mountains searching for his dog 
which is strangely enough safe at home. He is 
nearly asphyxiated by gas fumes in his bedroom. 
While he is lying ill with a high fever, some- 
one throws open a window and pulls the covers 
off him. His governess feels that she must find 
out who is trying to kill the child. His parents 
are dead, and while his legal guardian is away, 
he is staying with his uncle who would become 
Comte de Valmy if Philippe should die. The 
governess falls in love with Philippe’s cousin 
who very well might be benefited by Philippe’s 
death also. So the plot moves from one thrilling 
accident to another. The characters are interesting 
to portray: they are Philippe’s uncle who is 
confined to a wheelchair; his charming aunt; 
the lovely young governess; the handsome cousin 
who disapproves of the uncle; several English 
and French servants; and young Philippe himself. 
Scenes in Act I are in the gardens of Valmy, 
Act II takes place in a small living room and 
study combined, and Act III shows a simple 
mountain hut interior. The play is suitable for 
consideration for high school production because 
of the interesting plot and characters. 


SINBAD THE SAILOR by Jack A. Melanos. 
A play in three acts for seven or more. 1964; 
The Anchorage Press, Cloverlot, Anchorage, 
Kentucky. Royalty: $15. Books: $1.50. 
Sinbad the Sailor is listed as a fairy-tale play. 

The story follows the adventures of Abou Hassan, 

a spunky boy of thirteen, a very charming 

spoiled princess and Sinbad a sailor. The chil- 

dren are kidnapped, and Sinbad is shanghaied 
by three crooks who think Sinbad and Abou 
know where the Genii keeps the hidden treasure 
which they want. Many people have sailed 
away to search for the treasure and never re- 
turned. Among them is Abou’s father. After 
many dangers, Abou finds the answer to the 
mystery when his own Good Thought overcomes 
the Evil Thought of the Genii, and he not only 
gains the treasure, but also frees his father held 
by the Genii. The story itself holds the interest 
of the audience. Act I takes place in the home 
of Abou’s Aunt Zobeide in Bagdad. It can be 

played with drapes as a background. Act II 

is aboard the boat going to the land of the 

Genii and Act III is on the Isle of the Genii. 

Set pieces may be used for Acts II and III. 

Full suggestions for scenery, music, and sound 

effects are given in the book. There are many 

things that make the play a good choice ‘for 
children’s theatre, such as excitement, imagina- 
tion, and a classic Arabian Knight's story. 


FOUR PLAYS BY SOPHOCLES translated by 
Theodore Howard Banks. 1966; Oxford Uni- 
versity Press. $4.00. 

Professor Banks, a Wesleyan University pro- 
fessor, formerly translated Oedipus the King, 
Antigone, and Oedipus at Colonus. Now he com- 
pletes translation of the extant plays of Soph- 
ocles with the four plays in this volume which 
are Ajax, The Women of Trachis, Electra, and 
Philoctetes. The inclusion of material aboue 
Greek drama in general, the life of Sophofles, 
and the discussion of each play is helpful. 
Whether or not the production of any of the 
plays would be considered by the high school 
players, the book is noted as valuable for the 
study of Greek drama, literature, and history. 
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